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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. It 
is not understood how one of ordinary skilled in the art would enable the invention as 
cited in claim 17. Claim 17 recite the limitations "estimating the channel estimation value 
comprises; adding the first signal and the second signal". However current specification 
discloses channel estimation is estimated by correlating input signal with field 
synchronizing signal. Current specification does not disclose estimating channel 
estimation by adding a first signal and a second signal. Clarification required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 - 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicant Admitted Prior Art (AAPA) in view of Omura et al, (US Patent 6,559,894). 

Regarding claim 1 , AAPA disclosed in Figure 2, a linear equalizer for a single 
carrier receiver comprising a filter unit initializing coefficients of filters and filtering a pre- 
ghost of the received signal and an error calculation unit calculating an equalization 
error using an output signal from said filter unit 9see paragraph 6 - 9). AAPA does not 
disclose a channel estimation unit estimating channel estimation values using a 
received signal inputted thereto and a generated field-synchronizing signal and using 
the channel estimation to initialize the filter coefficients. However in analogous art, 
Omura et al teach a channel estimation unit estimating channel estimation values using 
a received signal inputted thereto and a generated field-synchronizing signal and using 
the channel estimation to initialize the filter coefficients (see figure 5, components 502, 
512, 514 and column 7, lines 6 -59). Therefore it would be obvious to an ordinary 
skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of 
using channel estimation to initialize the equalizer in AAPA. The motivation or 
suggestion to do so is the equalizer will be more stable and can recover quickly after 
loss of synchronization (see column 3, lines 20 -28). 
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Regarding claim 2, which inherits the limitations of claim 1 , AAPA further teach 
said filter unit updates the coefficients of the filters according to the equalization error 
and filters the pre-ghost and post-ghost using the updated coefficients of the filters (see 
paragraph 4). 

Regarding claim 3, which inherits the limitations of claim 1 , Omura et al further 
teach said channel estimation unit includes a correlation cumulation unit calculating an 
cumulating correlation values between the received signal and the field synchronizing 
signal; and an estimation decision unit deciding the channel estimation values by 
applying a predetermined threshold value to the cumulated correlation values (see 
figure 6, and column 7, lines 17 - 32). 

Regarding claim 4, which inherits the limitations of claim 1 , AAPA further teach a 
decision unit deciding a signal level for an output signal from said filter unit, wherein 
said error calculation unit calculates the equalization error using an input signal to said 
decision unit and an output signal from said decision unit (see paragraph 7). 

Regarding claim 5, which inherits the limitations of claim 1 , AAPA further teach 
error calculation unit calculates the equalization error using the output signal from said 
decision unit and the field-synchronizing signal (see paragraph 8). 

Regarding claim 6, the claimed method including the features corresponds to the 
subject matter mentioned above in the rejection of claim 1 is applicable hereto. 

Regarding claim 7, which inherits the limitations of claim 6, the claimed method 
including the features corresponds to the subject matter mentioned above in the 
rejection of claim 3 is applicable hereto. 
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Regarding claim 8, AAPA teach a decision feedback equalizer comprising a feed 
forward unit (figure 3, component 342) initializing coefficients of a first filter and filtering 
a pre-ghost of the received signal, a feedback unit (figure 3, element 43) initializing 
coefficients of a second filter and filtering a post-ghost of the received signal; and an 
error calculation unit (figure 3, component 47) calculating an equalization error using 
output signals from said FF and FB units. AAPA does not disclose a channel estimation 
unit estimating channel estimation values using a received signal inputted thereto and a 
generated field-synchronizing signal and using the channel estimation to initialize the 
filter coefficients. However in analogous art, Omura et al teach a channel estimation unit 
estimating channel estimation values using a received signal inputted thereto and a 
generated field-synchronizing signal and using the channel estimation to initialize the 
filter coefficients (see figure 5, components 502, 512, 514 and column 7, lines 6 -59). 
Therefore it would be obvious to an ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate the teachings of using channel estimation to initialize the 
equalizer in AAPA. The motivation or suggestion to do so is the equalizer will be more 
stable and can recover quickly after loss of synchronization (see column 3, lines 20 - 
28). 

Regarding claim 9, which inherits the limitations of claim 9, AAPA further teach 
said FF and FB units updates the coefficients of first and second filters, respectively 
according to the equalization error and filters the pre-ghost and post-ghost using the 
updated coefficients of the first and second filters (see paragraph 10). 
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Regarding claim 10, which inherits the limitations of claim 8, Omura et al further 
teach said channel estimation unit includes a correlation cumulation unit calculating an 
cumulating correlation values between the received signal and the field synchronizing 
signal; and an estimation decision unit deciding the channel estimation values by 
applying a predetermined threshold value to the cumulated correlation values (see 
figure 6, and column 7, lines 17 - 32). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , which inherits the limitations of claim 8, AAPA further teach 
an adder (see figure 3, adder 44) for adding the output signals from said FF and FB 
units to output a resulting signal (the output signal from the adder);a decision unit (see 
figure 3, component 46) deciding a signal level for an output signal from said adder and 
inputting the resulting signal of the predetermined level of said FB unit, wherein said 
error calculation unit calculates the equalization error using an input signal to said 
decision unit and an output signal of the predetermined level from said decision unit 
(see paragraph 10). 

Regarding claim 12, which inherits the limitations of claim 1 1 , AAPA further teach 
error calculation unit calculates the equalization error using the output signal from said 
adder and the field-synchronizing signal 9see paragraph 12). 

Regarding claim 13, the claimed method including the features corresponds to 
the subject matter mentioned above in the rejection of claim 8 is applicable hereto. 

Regarding claim 14, which inherits the limitations of claim 13, the claimed 
method including the features corresponds to the subject matter mentioned above in the 
rejection of claim 10 is applicable hereto. 
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Regarding claim 15, the claimed method including the features corresponds to 
the subject matter mentioned above in the rejection of claim 1 is applicable hereto. 

Regarding claim 16, which inherits the limitations of claim 15, the claimed 
method including the features corresponds to the subject matter mentioned above in the 
rejection of claim 1 is applicable hereto. 

Regarding claim 18, which inherits the limitations of claim 15, AAPA further teach 
determining if a blind mode is selected; outputting a predetermined signal from a 
decision unit if the blind mode is selected; and selecting the received signal as the first 
signal and the predetermined signal as the second signal when the blind mode is 
selected (see paragraph 11). 

Regarding claim 19, which inherits the limitations of claim 15, AAPA further teach 
determining if a training mode is selected and selecting a field synchronizing signal as 
the first signal and an output signal from a filter having the updated filter coefficients as 
the second signal when the training mode is selected (see paragraph 12). 

Regarding claim 20, the claimed method including the features corresponds to 
the subject matter mentioned above in the rejection of claim 1 is applicable hereto. 

Regarding claim 21, which inherits the limitations of claim 20, the claimed 
method including the features corresponds to the subject matter mentioned above in the 
rejection of claim 1 is applicable hereto. 

Regarding claim 22, which inherits the limitations of claim 20, AAPA further teach 
updating the filter coefficients with the equalization error (see paragraph 10). 
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Regarding claim 23, which inherits the limitations of claim 20, AAPA further teach 
the filter coefficients having a finite impulse response (see paragraph 10). 

Regarding claim 24, which inherits the limitations of claim 20, AAPA further teach 
the filter coefficients having an infinite impulse response (see paragraph 10). 

Conclusion 

Al-Dhahir et al disclose in US Patent 6,122,015 Method and apparatus for 
filtering digital television signals. 

Roy et al disclose in US Patent 5,341,177 System to cancel Ghosts generated by 
multipath transmission of television signals. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jaison Joseph whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
6041 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30 - 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chieh Fan can be reached on (571 ) 272-3042. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Jaison Joseph 
09/15/2006 




CHIEH M. FAN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



